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INTRODUCTION 

We are in receipt of your request for our opinion on the legal effect of alleged 
violations of legislative rules in advancing LB 814 to Final Reading. Our research and 
legal analysis of your questions are abbreviated given that your request letter is dated 
August 11, 2020, and we must respond prior to the scheduled adjournment of the 
legislative session on August 13, 2020. 

Your request contained several questions: (1) "What is the legal consequence of 
failing to formally read and introduce a bill on General File, the first step of full legislative 
debate?" (2) "Is this oversight in compliance with basic, fundamental legislative rule and 
policy fatal to the validity of LB 814?" (3) "Can this misstep or oversight be corrected by 
returning LB 814 to General File or Committee to cure this procedural defect?" (4) "Given 
the lack of procedural compliance, can the passage and enactment of LB 814 be 
challenged in court should it be passed and signed by the Governor?" These questions 
may be succinctly summarized as asking what effect the Legislature's alleged failure to 
adhere to its procedural rules, occurring sometime between when a bill is filed on the 










