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On behalf of the Exce}lence In Education Council 
[ 11 Council 11] , you have requested a ,·iegal opinion as to whether the 

Council is vested with authority to create a second category of 
"major competitive grants" given the current law requirements 
governing awards made from the Education Innovation Fund. See Neb. 
Rev. Stat. § 9-812 (Supp. 1995, as amended by 1996 Neb. Laws, LB 
1069, § 1 and 1996 Neb. Laws, LB 900, § 1015). The Council is 
considering the possibility of creating a second major competitive 
grant category which would require a simplified application process 
and which would provide for total grant awards in a lesser amount 
than those currently awarded by the Governor; 

Our analysis of Neb. Rev. Stat. § 9-812 is directed by 
the requirement that 1 1 [w] here the words of a statute are plain, 
direct, and unambiguous, no interpretation is needed to ascertain 
the meaning." Gillam v. Firestone Tire & Rubber Co., 241 Neb. 414, 
418, 489 N;W.2d 289, 292 (1992) (quoting County of Douglas v. Bd. 
of Regents, 210 Neb. 573, 577-78, 316 N.W.2d 62, 65 (1982)). 
Utilizing this rule of construction in a prior opinion, we 
concluded that Neb. Rev. Stat. § 9-812(2) provides for an overall 
category of 11 incentive grants II which is comprised of two classes of 
grants: 11 minigrants 11 and "major competitive grants. 11 Informal Op. 
Att'y Gen. No. I94-020 (May io, 1994) We also concluded: 
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