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You asked whether the NEOC has the authority to screen 
complaints based on an initial determination that the NEOC lacks 
jurisdiction to investigate the case. We conclude that the NEOC 
has such authority. 

When a jurisdictional question does not involve a factual 
dispute, determination of the jurisdictional issue is a matter of 
law. Williams v. Gould, Inc., 232 Neb. 862, 871, 443 N.W.2d 577 
(1989) . "Jurisdiction is the inherent power or authority to decide 
a case." Chicago Lwnber Co. v. School Dist. No. 71, 227 Neb. 355, 
365, 417 N.W.2d 757; 763 (1988). "Subject matter jurisdiction is 
a court's power to hear and determine a case of the general class 
or category to which the proceedings in question belong and to deal 
with the general subject involved in the action before the court." 
State ex rel. Gaddis v. Gaddis, 237 Neb. 264, 266-67, 465 N.W.2d 
773, 775 (1991) . "Litigants cannot confer subject matter 
jurisdiction on a judicial tribunal by either acquiescence or 
consent." Co:f:felt v. City o:f Omaha, 223 Neb .. 108, 110, 388 N.W.2d 
467, 469 (1986). 
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