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You have asked whether the Parole Board may decline to approve 
the parole plan of an inmate who intends to live with a 
"girlfriend" or "boyfriend". You note that the Board has been 
approving such parole plans since 1993 based on the belief that 
disapproval would constitute discrimination on the basis of 
"marital status" and would require the Board to articulate a 
"compelling reason" for the denial. 

We conclude that the Board is under no obligation to approve 
the parole plan of any inmate who intends to reside with a 
"girlfriend" or "boyfriend." 

Nebraska statutes, and case law interpreting those statutes, 
make clear the fact that an inmate does not have a right to parole: 

The release of a committed offender on parole shall not 
be upon the application of the offender, but by the 
initiative of the Board of Parole. 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 83-1,115 (1994). 

Each committed offender eligible for parole shall, in 
advance of his parole hearing, have a parole plan in 
accordance with the rules of the Board of Parole. 
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