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·You have requested the opinion of this office as to the
validity in Nebraska of same-sex marriages contracted in another 
state. Specifically, you have asked whether Nebraska is required 
to recognize a same-sex marriage contracted in the State of Hawaii, 
and whether Nebraska would be required to honor a same-sex marriage 
license from Hawaii if legislation was adopted in Nebraska 
prohibiting recognition of same-sex marriages, either before or 
after such marriages were legalized in Hawaii. 

The issues raised by your request have recently become of 
nationwide concern, with legislation reportedly ·adopted in at least 
two states, and being considered in thirty others. The source of 
the concern is a case now pending in the State of Hawaii. 

In Baehr v. Lewin, 852 P.2d 44 (Hawaii 1993), same-sex couples 
whose applications for marriage licenses were denied filed suit 
alleging that denial of the marriage licenses violated their rights 
under the Hawaii Cons ti tut ion. The Hawaii Supreme Court concluded 
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