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You have asked whether, apart from a Pardons Board commutation, does the
absence of the words “without the possibility of parole” open the possibility of parole for an
inmate sentenced to “life in prison?”

The answer to your question is, “No.”

Under current Nebraska law, a sentence of life imprisonment is effectively life
imprisonment without parole. See, State v. Castaneda, 287 Neb. 289, 313 (2014).
Nebraska's current parole system does not apply unless and until executive clemency is
granted in the form of sentence commutation by the Board of Pardons. State v.
Castaneda, supra.

We caution that our opinion answers only the limited question that you asked. We
emphasize that our opinion is limited only to amending the penalty for a person who
commits the crime of first degree murder in the future from death to a penalty of life
imprisonment under Nebraska’'s current statutes. Broader or additional legislative
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amendments are beyond the scope of this opinion. We have not attempted to analyze a

myriad of potential legislative amendments.
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