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Attorney General Hilgers Leads Bipartisan Effort Urging
U.S. Department of Justice to Help Curb Illegal Offshore Gaming

Lincoln, NE - Attorney General Mike Hilgers today co-led a bipartisan coalition of
50 attorneys general in urging the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) to assist in
addressing the rampant spread of illegal offshore gaming across the country. The
coalition stressed the need for action to combat harm to the rule of law, consumers,
and the economy from an unprecedented growth in illicit online gambling.

The request to the DOJ was made in a letter sent by Attorney General Hilgers and
the coalition to U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi.

“Illegal online sports betting and gaming operations have no place in Nebraska or
anywhere else. These bad actors violate both state and federal law to exploit
vulnerable populations and must be stopped. We are grateful to our sister states for
supporting this effort to bring these criminal enterprises to a halt,” said Attorney
General Hilgers.

Illegal online sports betting and gaming operations are largely operated by foreign-
based companies that routinely operate without proper licensure, offer limited or
non-existent consumer protections, fail to effectively verify the age of users, ignore
state boundaries, and evade tax obligations.

The letter highlights the significant harm caused to states and residents by such
unlawful platforms, particularly to young people, vulnerable adults, and state
economies. Specifically, the coalition asserts that illegal gaming operations expose
users to fraudulent schemes and encourage problem gambling without any
oversight or accountability, undercut state-regulated markets, and have been
linked to money laundering, human trafficking, and other illegal conduct. Illegal
online gaming is estimated to exceed more than $400 billion in volume annually,
leading to more than $4 billion in lost tax revenue for states.

The letter encourages the DOJ to assist and coordinate with states in curbing illegal
offshore gaming operations. DO]J can seek injunctions; seize servers, websites,
domains, and proceeds; and coordinate with states and financial institutions in a
way that will make the states’ ongoing efforts to stop illegal offshore gambling
more effective.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.americangaming.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F11%2FSizing-the-Illegal-and-Unregulated-Gaming-Markets-in-the-US.pdf__%3B!!CPANwP4y!Sj4jICAKPp2xfUeg4gVlZ94wTveKEg_Yt5uDB8qP2GQe_NfNYu1tLg02-QvVR1z2YGvHjH7dIWQW-mF4fg9t45VYtJh5YSwvuQ%24&data=05%7C02%7CZachary.Pohlman%40nebraska.gov%7Cb59314def19648ecb10d08ddceb0f105%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638893981536173284%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GC9QXNWEYE494xL6Wteunswp9ilSwTDhMv49z5YKNoo%3D&reserved=0

Joining Attorney General Hilgers in co-leading today’s letter are the attorneys
general of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Utah. The letter was also joined by the
attorneys general of Alabama, Alaska, American Samoa, Arizona, Arkansas,
California, Colorado, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii,
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Michigan,
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Northern Mariana Islands,
Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Tennessee, U.S. Virgin Islands, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West
Virginia, and Wyoming.
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