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OPINION BY: Paul L. Dougizs,

Mel Kammerlohr,

QUESTION: Are the records,

Attorney General
kssistant Attorney General

including the names of

prize wirnners, maintained by the county
in connection with & lottery conducted
under the provisicns of Neb.Rev.Stat.
§§28-1116 and 28-1116.01 (Supp. 1983)
public records subject to inspection
and copying by the general puklic?

CONCLUSION: Yes.

Neb, kev.Stat. 684-712 (Reissue 1981} rrovices that except
as otherwise expressly prcviced by stetute, all citizens and
other persons are fully empcwered to evamine anc rmake abstracts
of the public records as deiin=d in §£4-712.01.

Neb.Rev.,Stat. §84-712.01 (Reissue 1981} provides in part:

Except where any other statute expressly
provides that particular information or records

shall not be made public, public records shall

inclvde all records &and docurments, regardiess 3

phrsical form, of or belonginc to this state, any

county, city, village, political subdivision, or

tar-suppcorted district in this state, . . .

(Ex~hasis added.)

The records in cuestion are "of" and "belonc” to the county
ané ar:z roocesary to show compliance with the loittery statutes
mentione © above.
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we nizve foung nc =xorsss makKing iottery recorcs
corfigenz:dal, as reguiresd oy oo Sl oanc B4-712,051, befcre
TheV WE>T DE TemOVES IXOm TLNLlT InEDeClTION

3. =cdiz:ion, §84-T13F.04 1Supg 1585) specifically Lists
recoras wnicn may Le witnheld Iror the pukl:ic v the custodian
o trne reoords, The lotterv r=corids are ot mentioned thereLor..
However, suci. recircs z:z personal infcrmaticon  in reccras
recerd.nc students at tax-sopported educational instatutions and
DUz liC utility records concerning clients' acccounts and credit
informatiorn are listed as excliusicneg; the I regelng examples
incicete tne legislizture did not i1ntend that publiic recordas were
cnly confined to governmental functions in the strictest sense,
but also includes cother authcrized governmental activities,

Ir. wiew oI tre strcocng exprecsion of the intention cof the
lecisla-ure in the Icregoing statutes to make pubklic all: records
be_ongirg tc the rpublic ascencies listed, except when expressly
stated ovtherwise, is our opini nat the public is entitled

it i 3
tc access tc lot tery records c¢ the county conducted under

§§28-1116 ana 2&6-1

In view 0of the Foreqoi"xg, it is not necessary to determine
whether these reccrdés relate to "public funds" in the strict
serse of that terrm under the provisions of subsection (2) of
§84-712.01, which gives a further adamornition that these statutes
re¢at1ng to public inspection of reccrds, when relating to
public funds, shall be liberally construed in order that the
citizens shall have full access tc such information.

Very truly vours,

PAUL L. DOUGLAS
Attorne} General
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Mel Kammerlohr
Assistant Attornev General
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